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is a measure of the osmotic pressure of the solution (for we
can regard every mineral water as a solution).
Furthermore, by determining the conductivity we have
a method of ascertaining the number of free ions, from
which, after first determining the depression of the freezing-
point, we can discover the number of dissociated molecules.
Later, in dealing with an example taken from the field of
physiology, we shall discuss this process of osmotic             *
in greater detail.
Before we leave the field of pharmacology I wish to call
your attention very briefly to a few points that are of im-
portance in posology (dosology).f
In the pharmacopoeia of the German government J is
found a so-called table of maximal doses in which are stated
the largest doses of medicinal substances that may be
given to adults. "The apothecary may dispense for in-
ternal use a medicine containing one of the following named
substances, in larger amounts than here indicated only when
the larger amount is emphasised by an exclamation-point (!)
* On the analysis of mineral waters see: Koppe, Bedemung der
Salze als Nanrungsmittel, Giessen 1896; Archiv f. Balneotherapie
und Hydrotherapie 1898; Deutsche mediz. Wochensehr. 1S9S,
624; ibid. 1900, Xo. 32; Therapeutische Monatshefte 14, 1900;
Balneologische Centralzeitung, Jan. 21, 1901. Lehnert, Disserta-
tion, Erlangen 1897; Scherk, Archiv f. Baineotherapie und Hydro-
therapie 1S97; Die freien lonen und die ungelosien Salzverbin-
dungen in Direr Wirkung bei Gebrauch von natiiriicfaen Mineral-
wassertrinkkuren, Halle 1898. R. Frenkel, Gazette des Eaux
1899, No. 2083; Duhoureau, Annales de la Societe d'hydrologie
medicale de Paris 1899; Buehboek, Balneologische Zeitung, Au-
gust 1899; Kostkewicz, Therapeutisehe Monatshefte 13, 577 (1S99):
Brasch, Zeitschr. f. diat. und physik. Therapie, 19GO, III, Heft 8.
P. Th. MuUer, Compt. rend. 132, 1046 (1901).
t See Stokvis, Nederlandsch Tijdschrift voor Geneeskunde 1S96,
105.
J Editio IV, 431 (1900).